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EDITORIAL 
by Bob Nason 


I’ve been using the first part 
of the editorial to go through 
the articles in the issue 
sometimes to thank contribu- 
sometimes to explain why 
included, some- 
out something 
special. I know it’s boring so 
I'll try to keep it brief. 

I included Jim Butterfield’s 
article on Artificial Intelli- 
gence for veral reasons: 
it’s very good; it signals the 


times to point 


blings" are both written by 
Jan Frajkor, who also has one 
for next month on speeding up 
your printer. John Batchelor’s 
article goes with the several 
programs he has on the Disk of 
the Month. 


Please read the article 
“Upcoming Meetings" -- it has 
a list of meeting dates (and 


dates) 
academic 


Newsletter publication 
for the rest of the 
year. 

NEWS 
which 


My apologies for the 
ROOM review last month, 


return of TPUG magazine (which was so difficult to read. That 
is also very good); and it’1l was one of the problems with 
be the theme of an upcoming that software -- it can only 
meeting. On the April Fools print in 8 1/2 * 11 or 8 1/2 * 
theme, I took a couple of 14 formats, and what you saw 
humorous stories from Digital was about half the original 
Deli. "Think Ink" and "Ram- Size. ===: es 
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AGENDA 
21 Meeting 


April 


Dish of the Month 
Membership Sales 
Socialization 


8:00 


Business Meeting and 
Election of Executive 


April Fools 
(see note in "Upcoming 
Meetings") 


) Special Interest Groups 
Group Room 
Apple & Mac Room 227 


Browse through the library, 


order disks, discuss applica- 

tions, problems, etc. This 

month Scotty will be demon— 

strating the program “Injured 

Engine". 

Commodore and 

Disk of the Month Room 219 
Same a= above, but for Com- 

modore. If Paul Anderson 

doesn’t have the answer for 


you, he’ll direct you to some— 
one who does. 


Room 210 

Don White has put together 
a number of disks of public 
domain software for the Amiga. 


Amiga 


You can buy the disks, watch 
his demos, and ask questions. 
COMAL Room 221 
Comal 15 a programming 
language similar to BASIC, but 
much faster, more powerful, 
and easier to use. Find out 
about it. 
Forth Room 230 
Forth language is shorter 
and faster than PASIC. (20 to 
600 times taster). Used with 
robots. © ¢ors, and many ap~ 
pPliances. Much more, 


—— 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUFS 


The following 
Interest Groups (SIGs) which 
meet monthly and determine 
their own format. If you're 
interested in developing fur- 
ther in one of these, fields, 
drop in. You’re sure to find 
someone who shares your in- 
terest. 


are Special 


Computer Graphics Room 223 


Beginning Computerists Rm 224 


Telecommunications Room 212 
Data Base Users Room 213 
Machine Language Room 215 
Music Room 225 

More details and possible 


room changes will be indicated 
at the meeting. Some groups 
are now meeting on other even- 
ings during the month, to give 
themselves additional time to- 


April 21 April Fools 
It’s easy to talk about 
your successes, You can use 


your successes to impress peo- 


ple, you can brag, you can try 
the old modest routine (Gee, 
it was nothing’). But it’s 


hard to talk about failures ~~ 
it doesn’t matter what pose 
you take, you blew it. 

That fact alone is going to 
make this a difficult meeting. 
You see, we'd like peopie to 
get up at the meeting and 
admit that they got taken in. 
Perhaps it was that fancy pic- 
ture on the front of the box 
or the fantastic claims in a 
magazine ads; maybe you thought 
it was something you’d really 
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and it 
used 
there 
user— 
going. 
about 


a lot, 
collecting dust, 
Someone out 
probably has the most 
unfriendly software 
Bring it in and tell us 
it. 


use or enjoy 
sits 
only once. 


And not just software. 
Peripherals, accessories 
anything’s fair game. The 
credibly fast growth in 
industry has lead to 

less-than-wel 1-thought-out 
products. That plus the large 
number of mail-order discount- 
ers has made the acquisition 
of less than satisfactory com- 
puter equipment almost common— 


in- 
the 
many 


place. 

Don’t be ashamed or em- 
barrassed. You're in good 
company: we’ve all got a few 
turkeys in the closet. We 
understand. Not only that, 


something that didn’t meet up 


to your expectations at all 
may be just what someone else 
has been looking for. 

We hope to have at least 


one floor microphone avail- 
able, to make it easier for 
members to participate in this 
part of the evening. 

Also at the April meeting, 
the annual election of the 
executive will take place. 
Nominations will be received 
from the floor, and voting 
will be held for any contested 
positions. I know for sure 
that there are two new direc- 
tors-at-large needed, and I’d 
urge anyone with an interest 
in the club and a bit of spare 
time to consider putting their 
name up. Director-at-large has 
no specific responsibilities, 
but helps out where he/she 
can. This position can be a 
stepping stone to more spe- 
cific responsibilities, for 
those who wish it. 

and if you need 
reason to attend the 
meeting, consider this. 
Apple group after 7 


another 
April 
In the 
Pemses 


Scotty Adams is going to be 
demonstrating the educational 
program “Injured Engine". It’s 
a game that teaches you how an 
engine works, and what the 
warning signs are for various 
engine problems. Scotty’s stu- 
dents have received it enthu- 
siastically. 


Future Meetings 


Topics are not linked with 
The 


dates for future meetings. 


topics now proposed for 
next three meetings are 

botics, Artificial Intelli- 
gence and Copyright Legali- 
ties. There’s an article on AI 


in this issue. 
Dates for future 
are as follows: 


meetings 


April 21 

May 26 8 

June 16 

duly = 21 

August 18 
# May 26 is the only meeting 
date which is not the third 
Monday of the month. 

The Newsletter has an ir- 


regular schedule over the sum- 
mer and will be produced in 
the following months: 


April 
May (no publication 
duly in dune or 
August September) 
October 
If you would like to sub- 
mit an article to the News- 
letter, please give it to me 
at the (1711 be by the 
stairs far wall), or 


mail it to me during the week 
of the meeting, and I°ll get 
it in the next issue 
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Think Ink! 


by Jan Frajkor 


In my business, which is 
teaching and writing, I run 
two printers--a Canon PW11Séa, 
and an Epson MX-80. Until rec— 
ently, I also ran a Commodore 
MPS-B01. And T haven’t bought 
a new ribbon for three years. 

And no, my eye doctor is 

not getting the money I’m 
saving on ribbons. Some soap 
manufacturers may be getting a 
little of it, however, because 
the tricks I’m going to de- 
scribe to you are a bit messy. 
But soap is cheap. 
What I?m talking about is 
old WD-40 trick. Many of 
have heard of it, perhaps, 
don’t know how to go about 
Listen carefully. \ 
First, the basics. Inks for 
most of the common printers 
are soaked into a nylon ribbon 
or something similarly plas— 
tic. Now those of you who use 
carbon-film ribbons, step 
aside. These physically trans— 
fer a bit of carbon from the 
ribbon to the paper and that 
gives you a beautifully clear 
and sharp print, but you can 
never get that carbon back so 
forget about it. It’s a one- 
shot. 

Inked 
just press 


the 
you 
but 
it. 


ribbons, however, 
some gooey fluid 


onto the paper. In theory, the 
ink left in the rest of the 
ribbon then migrates through 
the woven structure of the 
nylon itself and replaces the 
missing fluid, so you can 


strike the same spot again. 

Several things happen as a 
ribbon gets old: 

More and more ink 
transferred to the paper 
less is left. But all of 
who have thrown away a 
noticed that it looks 
dark just the same, 


gets 
and 
you 
ribbon 
pretty 
doesn’t 


it? There’s a lot more ink in 
it that ever gets used. 

Also, the structure of the 
ribbon changes as it gets 
pounded by the pins, so that 
the rate of migration of the 
ink slows down a lot. Sooner 
or later, the ribbon gets so 
pounded that nothing moves in 
to replace lost ink. 

But the most important 
thing that happens is that the 


solvent in which the ink is 
suspended just dries out and/ 
or gets used up. The ink is 


there, it just doesn’t migrate 
to the pounded-out places be- 
cause it’s thick and sluggish. 

So now you understand the 
principles of the old WD-40 
trick. WD-40, for those of you 
not familiar with it, is a 
household = lubricant/solvent/ 
demoisturizer that comes in 
either bulk or spray cans. 
Spray will be more convenient 
for our use here. You can buy 
WR-40 at any Canadian Tire or 
hardware store. Here’s my 
method of reviving ribbons -- 
I?ll talk about the ones I 
know, but most of them work 
the same way (except the spool 


type, which are a real nui- 
sance)? 
1) Get lots of old newspapers 


and lay them out on a floor 
you and your family don’t 
value. (This is going to be 
a little messy). 

2) Look closely at the ribbon 
cartridge. Around the edges 
you will see little inden- 
tations into which you can 
put the tip of a small 
flat-blade screwdriver. Do 
that, give a twist, and go 
all around the cartridge 
until you have popped off 
the top. 

WARNING: Keep the cartridge 
top up, and be very careful 
about not disturbing the 
mechanism around the knob 
that manually winds the 
ribbon. Nost of them are @ 
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press-fit, and are held in 
place only by the top of 
the cartridge itself. If 
the little parts fall out, 
you will have a heck of @ 
tine getting them back in. 


3) You'll see the ribbon all 
folded together like an 
accordion in the bottom 


part of the cartridge. Lay 
it down on the newspaper, 
and give the whole ribbon a 
light spray from one end to 
the other. Wait a while. 
Give it another burst. 
Spray the part of the rib- 
bon outside the cartridge 


as well. In the case of a 
cartridge like that of the 
Canon, spray the little 


pressure wheel that distri- 
butes the ink as well. It 
doesn’t need much. 

In the case of the MPS— 
801 (and be really careful 
about the winding sechanise 
with this one -- it is ter- 
ribly hard to put it back 
if it falls out), the rib- 
bon itself is just a little 


short thing that recircu- 
lates past a felt-tipped 
ink container. Spray the 


ribbon,sure, but you should 
also take the container out 
and squirt some WD-40 into 
it, using the spray-can’s 
long plastic extension noz- 
zle. It’s in the container 
that you have most of the 
ink. 

How much you spray will 
depend on experience. As 
the ribbons get older, 
you'll have to spray more. 

4) Put the cartridges back to- 
gether carefully. Wipe them 


off with paper towels and 
see that no more inky sol- 
vent is dripping out of 
them which may happen if 
you have to put too much 
spray. That's it. 
You could put the ribbons 
back into use immediately, but 
make sure the jobs are unim— 


portant. The first printouts 
will probably have sections of 
no ink and other sections of 
really smeary blurred printing 
because it takes a bit of time 


for the WD-40 to dissolve the 
ink and redistribute it. 
I find it’s better to let 


the ribbons stand in a plastic 
bag overnight to let the WD-40 
soak in evenly and let the 
cartridge stop dripping. 

As the ribbons get older 
and older, you'll find your— 
self spraying more and enijoy— 
ing it less. Also, ink that 
was really black at first 
starts to look more and more 
bluish. That’s when you know 
it’s almost time to give up 
and either buy a new ribbon or 


re-ink the old one instead of 
re-dissolving what’s left in 
the ribbon. The MPS-801 in 


particular will run out faster 
than the longer cartridges. 
But reinking is another topic, 
for next time. 

The natural questions are: 
What will this do to my 
printer and print head? 

Well, if you are 
messy, your ribbon will 
ink drops all over the 
of the printer. Just 
them up. 

If you use too much of any 
solvent/lubricant, it is pos- 
sible that the print head will 
start getting clogged and pick 
up dirt and dust, the way an 
over-oiled bicycle chain gets 
awfully dirty. That means you 
have to go light on the spray, 
and keep the print head clean. 

Using a solvent that is not 
also a lubricant and demois- 
turizer will make your print 
head run dry and will wear it 
out. That’s why I use the WD- 
40 trade name here--there are 
undoubtedly others, but I am 
not sure of them. The normal 
inks in printer ribbons con- 
tain a lubricant, which some 
people tell me is glycerin. 


really 
fling 
inside 
clean 


continued on page 14 
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The following articles are both taken from 
while they have nothing to do with the theme of 


ee 


,» and 
the meeting, 


they do have p OM thing to do with ) *Aprit Fools”. 


Computer Worms 


by John Markoff 


Late in the 1970s, at 
Xerox’s Falo Alito Research 
Centre, scientists raised the 


specter of artificial life by 
creating software “worms” that 
jump through networks and rep- 
licate themselves on idle ma- 
chines. 


Initially intended to test 
security in the Xerox network, 
these worm programs are com 
posed of many individual seg- 
ments -- smaller programs that 
operate on different machines. 
From the computers where they 
begin life,individual programs 
can migrate to any accessible 
network and take over the re- 
sources of "co-operating" com- 


puters. 

Xerox researchers John 
Schock and Jon Hupp actually 
designed and texted different 
types of worms. The simplest 
species, an "existential" worm 
whose purpose was to stay 
alive in a network even when 
some of the on-line computers 
were turned off, was later 
modified to display the mes- 


sage 17M A WORM, CATCH ME IF 
YOU CAN on the screen of what- 
ever computer it was inhabit- 
ing. The “town crier” worm 
carries a message with it; the 
“alarm clock" worm replicates, 
then performs a specific task 
on cue; the “diagnostics” worm 
goes troubleshooting. 


The name “worm" was taken 
from Shockwave Rider, John 
Brunner’s story about an au- 
thoritarian government whose 


existence depends on an omnip- 
otent network of computers. 
The government falls when a 
rebel programmer lets loose an 
unstoppable "tapeworm" in the 
network. From here, it’s not a 
far jump to the notion of hos- 
tile worms raiding unsuspect- 
ing computers to “liberate” 
information or generally wreak 
havoc. 


Indeed, Xerox has 
experienced @ 


already 
renegade worm. 
Arriving at work one day, 
researchers found that more 
than a hundred personal com- 
puters in one of the experi- 
mental networks had crashed 
mysteriously during the night. 
Reconstructing the accident 
they discovered to their em- 
barrassment that a defective 
worm had gotten loose in the 
network, jumping quickly from 
computer to computer and ren- 


dering each inoperable as it 
frustrating 
tracking 


went. While a 
morning wa: spent 
down worm segments in 
corners of the large 
centre, some researchers won- 
dered briefly whether the worm 
had been able to jump through 
a special "gateway" to crash 
other computers at remote lo- 
cations around the country 
but this turned out not to be 
the case. 


Fortunately, Xerox had al- 
ready developed a worm killer. 
Researchers were able to in- 
ject a special antibody packet 
into the network to tell every 


running worm to stop, no mat- 
ter what it was doing, and for 
a time all worm behaviour 
ceased. 


Is it possible that in the 
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disable 
Probably 


future such worms may 
computer networks? 

not. But some designers have 
speculated about an even more 
bizarre worm program known as 
the "vampire", Such a program 
would hide itself during the 
day in an individual computer, 


then emerge at night to run 
long, time-consuming computa- 
tions by taking advantage of 
idie computer power. The next 
morning, when users reclaimed 
their terminals, the vampire 
would shrink back into its 
original host to wait for 
sundown. 


One Creative Solution 


by E41 


n Haas 


In the never-ending search 
for a way to get their part- 
ners to abandon the computer, 
some women have come up with 
pretty daring schemes. Take 
Tracy, for instance, a young 
science teacher whose husband 
had become so enamoured of his 
Commodore 64 that she could 
have spilled hydrochloric acid 
all over the house and he 
wouldn’t have noticed. 


Tracy had tried just about 


everything when she lit upon 
her ingenious scheme. Inspired 
by a newspaper account about 


and armed with 
knowledge 
code of 
with the 


computer crime, 
a great deal of 
about her husband’s 
ethics, she came up 
perfect solution. 


She started by expressing 


interest in the computer. She 
coaxed her husband Bill into 
teaching her how to use the 
machine. She learned (or pre- 


tended to learn) programming. 
Soon she was a real whiz. She 
could say things like "The DOS 


editor isn’t interfacing with 
the modem" without batting an 
eyelash. Bill was impressed. 


Soon Tracy was having mys~ 
terious late-night sessions in 
the computer room. She told 


Bill she was working on an im- 
portant project, one that 
would make them rich. Bill was 


awed. He brought her meals so 
she wouldn’t have to leave the 
keyboard.He answered the phone 
and kept the TV turned down. 
The atmosphere in the house 
became hushed, expectant. 


rushed 
rooms 
contin- 
did it!" 


One evening 
out from the computer 
clutching a ream of 
uous-feed paper. "I 
she crowed. 


Tracy 


Bill beamed 
"Wonderful!" he 
There was a pause. 
you do?" 


with pride. 
exclaimed. 
"What did 


Tracy was triumphant. I 
cracked First National’s sec 
ret code," she said. "We now 
have over two million dollars 
in our account!" 


When Tracy was able to re- 
vive him, Bill made her prom 
ise to put the money back. She 
agreed,but only under one con- 


dition: that she be allowed to 
work on another project con- 
cerning lucrative electronic 
transactions. This one = in- 
volved numbered Swiss bank 
accounts. 

Foor Hill never got to 
sleep that night. The next 
morning, faced with the mon- 
ster he himself had created, 


he did the only thing a decent 


husband could do to protect 
his wife from her own clever— 
ness. He got rid of the com- 
puter. 
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Artificial 
Intelligence 


(Fake?) 


by Jim Butterfield 
Copyright © Jim Butterfield 
Permission to reprint is here- 
by granted, provided this no- 
tice is included in the re- 
printed material. 

This article taken from TPUG 
Nagazine 


Artificial intelligence (AI) 
is a busy burzword this sea- 
son. And 1 fear that the con- 


cept behind the term is hidden 
within the myth generated by 
movies, bonls and the press. 
It makes anod fiction for a 
computer to sulk, or boast, or 
worry about whether it’s 
getting old. And in the film 
2001, it moving when HAL 
000 says: "My mind is going, 
I can feel it." 

But that’s fiction. And, 
while artificial intelligence 
is areal branch of computer 
science. it has little to do 
with makina computers more 
human-lite (anthropomorphic). 
The real computers that we 
know and love (or curse) are 
mechanical drudges that just 
follow instructions placed in 
their memories. Cleverly writ- 
ten instructions can cause the 
computer to do seemingly clev- 
er things. like beating you at 
chess. But you always know 
that it’s just a dumb machine. 

We often assian personali- 
ties to machines we use fre- 
quently. Betsy the car may be 
getting a little old and shaky 
but she’s a aame old girl just 
the same When we say such 
things, we don’t really be- 


lieve that an automobile has 
human characteristics. Simi- 
larly, we may identify com 


puters as being friendly, com— 


living things. 


There are a number of 
clever proarams that imitate 
human behaviour. Ferhaps one 
of the earliest of these was 
ELIZA. This program imitates 
the role of a psychologist, 
mostly by echoing things you 
say. For example, you could 
type in I am gloomy and the 


program might respond Why are 
you gloomy? If you continued 
with I can’t get my act to- 


gether, the computer might say 
What would you do if you could 
get your act together? But it 
becomes easy to see that the 
computer has no intelligence 
in the usual sense -- typing I 
an etaoinshrdlu will get a re- 
ply such as Why are you etao- 
inshrdlu? It’s not really pay- 
ing attention. 

ELIZA is polite: in con- 
trast, a similar program from 
Great Britain performs a simi— 
lar task in a more aggressive 
way. Perhaps it’s a result of 
the National Health Service, 
but INSULTER starts by asking 
Hhat do you want,you miserable 
worm? and responds to your 
input in a similar vein. I am 
gloomy might be answered with 
How dull, so you’re gloomy. 

A different style of ‘*in- 
telligence simulation’ may be 
found in Activision’s LITTLE 
COMPUTER PEOPLE DISCOVERY KIT. 
The purpose of this program is 
to set up communications be- 
tween you and the little per— 
son who lives inside your com- 
puter. Once you make contact, 
you may chat with the little 


person to find out his or her 
name and other details, such 
as height, age or clothing. 


The little person would usual- 
ly rather play games, and will 
tap on the glass of the screen 
to aet your attention.Strange— 
ly enough, each computer hous— 
es a different little person: 
it?s odd to hear members of a 
what 


fortable or serious, but we 
don’t really thinl of them as user group discussing 
-——-—--—— —— — _—- 
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their various little people 
are like. 
None of these programs 


shows intelligence on the part 
of the computer. Despite their 
charm and simulated personal— 
ity, the programs are doing 
what their programmers have 
planned. The inclusion of a 
*randomizing’ feature makes 
such a program more variable, 
but it cannot do anything new. 

There is such a thing as 


artificial intelligence, how- 
ever, and it’s easy to write 
simple programs that have it. 
Here’s a very simple defini- 
tion: an AI program is one 
that learns as it runs. That 
way, it can draw its 


tion from the user, 
the programmer. The user often 
doesn’t know that information 
is being supplied, but it is. 

Take the simple program 
ANIMALS, for example, In this 
program, you are asked to 
think of an animal, and the 
computer will guess it. At the 
start, the computer knows only 
two animal say a horse and a 
fish. When you signal that 
you've thought of an animal, 
the computer might ask Does it 


live in the water? If you re- 
ply No it will gu Horse, 
and if you reply Yes it will 


guess Fish. It then asks Did I 
get it? And if not,it will ask 
what the animal was. Suppose 
you had thought of an elephant 
(answering Wo to the first 
question). The program would 
then ask How can I tell «a 
horse from an elephant? you 
would supply a distinguishing 
question, such as Does it have 
tusks? Then you would explain 
that, for the elephant, the 
answer would be Yes. 

The computer now knows 
about an elephant, something 
that the programmer didn’t 
tell it. As more questions are 
ashed. new animals will be 
added to the knowledge base: 


dinosaurs. 
ina 
the 


birds, insects, 
Leave the program running 
classroom for a day, and 
computer will know all the 
animals that the students know 
plus a few extra ones that 


were just invented or mis- 
spelled, Leave it at a compu- 
ter show for a couple of days 


(with a suitably-sized disk to 
catch all the data) and you'll 
be amazed by the menagerie it 
collects: everything from hob- 
bits to Easter bunnies. 
Here’s the strange 
the computer ends up knowing 
more animals than any single 
person ... certainly more than 
the programmer knew. It has 
assembled all that knowledge 
into a massive database. 
That’s computer intelligence. 
Again: if the program was 
given a large number of ’pos~ 
sible strategies’ for winning 
at the game of checkers, that 
would not make it a very good 
player. But let that computer 
play lots of people-~and tell 
the computer that every time 
it loses a game, it should 
mark the strategies it has 
used as “lower priority’ and 
every time it wins a game, it 
should mark the strategies it 
has used as "higher priority’. 


thing: 


After a while, the computer 
will play a pretty good game 
of checkers. It has learned, 


not from the programmer, but 
from the people it has played. 
That's the essence of Al. 
A computer that can modify its 
behaviour based upon its ex- 
perience is a program that 
gets smarter as it is used. 
Perhaps the big payoff for 
artificial intelligence -- at 
least one of their earliest ~~ 


is that of ‘expert systems’. 
Get a group of experts on a 
given subject -- say, medicine 


-- to input their knowledge in 


a certain area. Have a com 
puter program that’s written 
well enough to link together 


continued on page 14 
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a lot, 
dust, 


and it 
used 
there 
user- 
going. 
about 


use or enjoy 
sits collecting 
only once. Someone out 
probably has the most 
unfriendly software 
Bring it in and tell us 
it. 

And not 
Peripherals, 
anything’s fair game. 


cessories —- 
The in- 


credibly fast growth in the 
industry has lead to many 
less-than-wel 1-thought-out 

products. That plus the large 


number of mail-order discount— 
ers has made the acquisition 
of less than satisfactory com— 
puter equipment almost common— 


place. 

Don’t be ashamed or em— 
barrassed. You're in good 
companyt we've all got a few 
turkeys in the closet. We 
understand. Not only that, 


something that didn’t meet up 
to your expectations at all 
may be just what someone else 
has been looking for. 

We hope to have at 
one floor microphone avail- 
able, to make it easier for 
members to participate in this 
part of the evening. 

Also at the April meeting, 


least 


the annual election of the 
executive will take place. 
Nominations will be received 
from the floor, and voting 


will be held for any contested 
positions. I know for sure 
that there are two new direc- 
tors-at-large needed, and I'd 
urge anyone with an interest 
in the club and a bit of spare 
time to consider putting their 
name up. Director-at-large has 
no specific responsibilities, 
but helps out where he/she 
can. This position can be a 
stepping stone to more spe- 
cific responsibilities, for 
those who wish it. 

and if you need another 
reason to attend the April 
meeting, consider this. In the 
Apple group after 9 p.m, 


Scotty Adams is going to be 
demonstrating the educational 
program “Injured Engine". It’s 
a game that teaches you how an 
engine works, and what the 
warning signs are for various 
engine problems. Scotty’s stu- 
dents have received it enthu- 
siastically. 


Future Meetings 


Topics are not linked with 
dates for future meetings. The 
topics now proposed for the 
next three meetings are Ro- 
botics, Artificial Intelli- 
gence and Copyright Legali- 
ties. There’s an article on AI 
in this issue. 


Dates for future meetings 
are as follows: 

April 21 

May 26 * 

June 16 

July 22 

August 18 
% May 26 is the only meeting 
date which is not the third 


Monday of the month. 

The Newsletter has an ir- 
regular schedule over the sum- 
mer and will be produced in 
the following months: 


April 
May (no publication 
July in June or 
August September) 
October 
If you would like to sub- 
mit an article to the News- 


letter, please give it to me 
at the meeting (1711 be by the 


stairs on the far wall), or 
mail it to me during the week 
of the meeting, and I71l get 


it in the next issue. 
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MINUTES -- MARCH MEETING 
by Bob Nason 


The meeting was held on 
Monday March 24, at Charle- 
bois High School. Pierre Ca- 
stricum chaired the meeting 


and opened welcoming all the 
people who had somehow figured 
out the meeting was on the 
fourth, and not the third Mon- 
day in March. (It happens 
again in May, watch it!) 

There were some announce- 
ments concerning TPUG (Toronto 


PET Users Group), which seems 
to have gotten its act to- 
gether after si 

disarray. The magazine is out 
again, and we hope new disks— 
of-the-month are coming. Marv 
Bero has taken over TPUG mem- 


berships and disk distribu- 
tion. 
Don White announced the 


first meeting of a Special In- 
terest Group for Amiga users, 
and that will become a regular 
after-nine occurrence. Compu- 
centre is having an "Amiga 
Day’ on April 21. Commodore is 
back on a firm financial foot- 
ing (at least temporarily). 

Don also explained how a 
member can become a registered 
user on the Club Bulletin 
Board. Simply phone up and an- 
swer the questions asked. That 
will supply enough information 
and Don will register you as 
soon as he can. 

Paul Irwin has developed 
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hi-res colour card for the 
Apple. He planned to demon- 
strate it at the Apple group, 


but I think some availability 
of equipment problems prevent— 
ed him from so-doing. Next 
meeting, Paul? 

Pierre talked about Maple~ 
con, the Science Fiction Con- 


vention which 1s being held 
July 25-27 at the Holiday Inn 
in the Byward Market. The club 
will be handling the computer 
display there, and anyone who 
would like to demonstrate 
software on their own equip— 
ment is encouraged to contact 
Pierre. Members who are in- 
volved in our display get a 
free pass to the convention. 

The business portion of the 
meeting adjourned at 8 and 
everyone went to the small 
groups, which were mostly 
well-attended. 

One item of interest which 
came out of the last executive 
meeting is that the executive 
is in favour of upgrading the 
Club BBS equipment and soft— 
ware. The executive would like 
to have upload and download 
capabilities on the club 
board, and is looking for the 
hardware which would facili— 
tate this (i-e., a hard disk). 
The software would then be 
upgraded to the improved 
Punter II, which seems to be 
the best upload/download pro- 
tocol now available. 


RAMBLINGS 
by Jan Frajkor 


Those of you who are still 
using a IY set because you 
can’t afford a proper monitor, 
take heart. 

There's a monochrome com- 
bined TV/monitor on the mar— 
ket, cheap. and it’s good 
quality. Flip @ switch on the 
back, and it’s a regular TV. 


Otherwise. plus in your direct 
video and atdio cables and you 
have a nice monitor. 

It’s called a Candle JBTV- 
1371, and it has a comfortable 
12-inch screen. No amber or 
green, just ordinary black and 
white. 

We bought ours at 
Lumber for about $80, 
go on sale at various 
as low as #70 or so. 

Loo! for that model num- 
ber, because the real manufac~ 
turer is Gold Star of Korea, 
which makes pretty good qual~ 
ity computers and parts that 
we seldom see here under their 
own names. Candle is an im- 
porter’s name, so you may find 
it under other names at other 
places. 

I’ve run them in 
mode on a C-128, using an 
adapter cable for monochrome 
from RGF, then again in 80- 
column mode on a C-64 using a 
Batteries Included 80-column 


Beaver 
but they 
places 


BO-column 


card, and then again in stand- 
ard 40-column mode. All worked 
well. 

These things are so cheap 
that you maht consider get— 
ting one even if you have a 
colour TY as your main dis- 
play. In my office, I have 


hooked the colour TY to the RF 
outlet so that I can have 
colour for games and such, and 


the Candle to the video-out 
port for a clear, sharp text 
display at the same time. If 
you ever get bored, you can 


switch either set to TV and 
watch Dallas instead, while 
still computing. 

The quality varies from 


set to set, so try them out if 


you can to find a display that 
pleases you. 


INK from page 7 
WD-40 provides lubrication for 
the print pins as well as 


solvent action for the ink. 
But sooner or later, the 
ribbon will either break from 
being beaten to death, or will 
just not be able to redistri- 
bute any ink no matter how 
well dissolved, or will no 
longer have enough lubricant 
in it for the pins. You should 
have saved enough on ribbons 
by then to buy a new printer. 


AI from page 11 


the elements of information in 
an intelligent way (including 
the contradictions, if any. 
Now you can have a computer 
information base an expert 
system —- that knows more than 
any one person. It can change 
expand and be corrected as 
necessary, and will continue 
to gether knowledge. 

In a sense, I view the 
essence of artificial intelli- 
gence as the concept that a 
program can become more knowl— 
edaeable than its programmer. 
Which brings to mind a new way 
to view the old proverb: "Com- 
puters are dumber than people, 


but smarter than programmers". 
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Bulletin Board Commands 


Type *S* to stop the listing. Once stopped, °S’ will 
restart,’A’ will abort. 


HELF — Reprint This List 


Aa - Read All Messages 
B — Bulletin Section 
CONT - Toagle Continuous Mode 
* DM — Delete a Message 
DUP - Change Echoplex 
* E - Enter a Message 
EXP - Expert Mode 
# OF - Forward Message Reading 
FROM —- List Messages FROM a User 
LF - Turn Off/On Line Feeds 
LOG - System Usage Log 
* MINE - List Messages YOU Sent 
NEW - Read New Messages 
NEXT - Continue READ Function 
* O - Overview of Messages 
QUIT - Leave System 
rR - Recall a Specific Message 
# oR — Reverse Message Reading 


* RALL -— Read Messages Sent to ALL 
READ — Read Only YOUR Messages 

x Ss - Summary of Public Messages 
TIME — Show Current Connect Time 


* TO - List Message Recipients 
* TOME - List Messages TO You 
u - User Log 


All functions with *x* in front are not available if you 
have READ-ONLY status. Functions with *#* next to them 
require parameters, either a message number or a 
reference number (shown as negative). Those with a °*" 
can accept a parameter. but this is OPTIONAL. 


Entering Parameters 

Those functions having optional, or REQUIRED, parameters 
work like this: We will use the °S*’ command (summary) as 
an example. 


No parameter 8 
Message Number sss 
Reference Number S-4500 


When reference numbers are given, and there is no match 
to the one specified. you will be told *No Reference’ 
before the function continues. 
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'PERSONAL-COMPUTERS SOFTWARE HARDWARE 
‘DISKETTES & SUPPLIES 
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0600 MACCOM 
OPPLE WHE 749-1282 


BY PHONE 


Join TPUG the World's largest Commodore users’ group 


* Free information-packed Monthly Magazine 
* Access to 4000 Public Domain Programs 

* Annual Convention 

* Member Bulletin Board 


* For $30.00 ($20.00 for students), all the above and 
attend the many TPUG meetings in the Toronto Area 


SPECIAL RATE FOR Ottawa 6502 members!!! 
Contact Don White for details. 


s2806008 82600686088 


